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Now that this is what Sir Gilbert with his whole heart believed, there cannot be a question. But the point is, that even in this letter to his wife he changes the purport of Paoli's answer to Pozzo di Borgo. What Paoli had said was, " that they would do well to clear their conduct to the people of Corsica." I submit that, from the point of view of Sir Gilbert's duty to the King, in the preservation of our authority in an island very important to us, this was the essential thing; seeing that, by Sir Gilbert's own showing, our hold on the island depended on our having the Corsicans heartily with us. There was only one way to do it. Pitt's mode of meeting Moore when accused (p. 179) may serve as model. The right thing to do was obviously for the Viceroy to hold himself haughtily impartial until the facts had been established by an inquiry as independent as fearless, as free from any imaginable taint of influence by him or by Pozzo di Borgo as he could devise. He appears to have been aware that Colonel Moore had become exceedingly alarmed at the course things were taking. He knew that he was much liked by the Corsican people, and trusted by Paoli. He knew also that he was a man who, whatever his previous impressions had been, would have been incapable of finding a verdict against Colonna, or against Pozzo, if, when the evidence was fairly sifted, it proved that the story about the bust was, as Sir Gilbert thought, " an absurd lie." Obviously he would have been one of the men who, both in Sir Gilbert's interest and in that of the British Crown, ought to have been appointed on a commission of inquiry to sift the evidence, and it could not have been difficult to select others above all suspicion who would promptly have stamped out "an absurd lie." What Sir Gilbert, by the account of his biographer, did doorgo at all events. He is, they say, directed by him like a child. They dread a disturbance and the loss of the British connection and protection. The Dolphin sailed last night to Civita Vecchia for Mr. North, the Secretary of State.ngly to-morrow evening. If they do so quietly, they will give a great instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
